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1114 July | Basic Compliance & Ethics Academy
15 July | Regional Compliance & Ethics Conference
67 October | Conducting Compliance Investigations
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Litigators are valued for their ability to solve complex : O: :

problems and adapt quickly to changing circumstances. As AWARDS 7

the second edition of the ALB Asia's Top 15 Litigators SUBMISSIONS OPEN
shows, these attributes have never been more valuable,

particularly in the shadow of the COVID pandemic. —
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What were the highlights of the past 12 months? /L Deals M?klng and
/1 Structuring

We have a strong pro-bono public interest litigation practice that sits alongside a robust ‘\“\\

commercial disputes and criminal investigations practice. \ L BRI

THOMSON REUTERS®

We brought three important constitutional law challenges to the Singapore Court of
Appeal. These challenges related to freedom of speech, the freedom to assemble, and
Section 377A of the Penal Code, a law that criminalises sexual relations between male
adults. We are grateful for the opportunity to contribute in our small way to Singapore's
jurisprudence on fundamental liberties through these cases.

Our criminal practice has savoured some sweet victories, including acquittals for clients
who faced the death penalty for murder and drug trafficking, and two doctors accused of

sexual offences.

It was also a busy year for our commercial disputes practice. We acted for the claimant in a
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concession. We also acted for the defendant in arbitration over claims brought by a large
financial institution arising out of a shareholders’ agreement for a listed company. In both
matters, the claims exceeded USD100 million. After fighting long and hard, we were happy

to have positioned these and other matters towards successful settlements.
What drives you?

Due to the nature of our practice, many times we find ourselves on the side of the 'little
guy'. | am motivated to help the ‘little guy' in tough arenas. We have been blessed to
possess a particular skillset that enables us to alleviate the problems of others and | strive
to use that skillset to the best of my ability. | strive to be in their corner, to fight with them,

and to act in their best interests at every turn. That is what fighting in the litigation arena is.
What separates a great litigator from a merely good one?

One must be able to identify quickly what are the key issues in any dispute. Having
identified the issues, one has to have a good grasp of the evidence and the rules of

procedure so as to be able to develop a core strategy for positioning the case for trial.

Cases are often won or lost on a few documents or on the credibility of a single witness.
One must be able to identify what is it that is going to win you the case and to bang hard

on that instead of being distracted by issues which may not move the needle.
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Virtual hearings were not unheard of pre-

2020. The family courts for years

Singqpore's TOp Court A Conversation With experimented with allowing counsel to appear
Dismisses Attempt To Eugene Thu raisingam, One virtually for pre-trial conferences subject to
Qvertu rn qu Sex Ban Of ALB Asia Top 15 certain conditions being satisfied. Likewise
Litigators 2022 [BI‘OI.Ig ht To the State Courts, although the response was
You By Eugene lukewarm. Teething issues with technology for
Singapore's highest court on Monday Thuraisingam |_|_p] the conduct of virtual hearings were never
dismissed a challenge by three gay rights really properly ironed out; or perhaps the
activists against a law criminalising sex inertia was because the lawyers preferred the
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did not enforce the law it did not breach solve complex problems and adapt quickly
plaintiffs’ constitutional rights. to changing circumstances. As the second

edition of the ALB Asia's Top 15 Litigators

shows, these attributes have never been

more valuable, particularly in the shadow of

the COVID pandemic.
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