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ABOUT JOHANNES HADI
Johannes is described by clients as “persuasive” and “well-prepared”.

As a disputes specialist, he has acted at every level of the Singapore courts, including securing
landmark appellate rulings before the Court of Appeal, high-profile acquittals at first instance, and
major commercial wins such as a full S$1.5 million judgment in litigation tied to the GoTo Group
IPO as lead counsel.

His forte is in criminal litigation and contentious investigations, and he has deep experience
defending cases of complex fraud, public and private sector corruption, money-laundering, market
manipulation, murder, sex crimes, and drug trafficking. He is also instructed in commercial litigation
involving allegations of fraud, breach of director’s duties and other corporate misconduct.

He was educated at University College London (UCL) and the London School of Economics and
Political Science (LSE). He has taught advocacy at the National University of Singapore and is
frequently invited by Pro Bono SG to train fellow criminal practitioners.

PRACTICE AREAS

» Commercial Litigation

» Criminal Litigation & Appeals
» Contentious Investigations

* Employment

EXPERIENCE

Commercial Litigation

* Investments. Acted as lead counsel for a private investor in a High Court investment dispute
arising from the public listing of GoTo Group, a merger between Indonesian ride-hailing giant
Gojek and e-commerce company Tokopedia, and successfully obtained judgment against the
defendant company for the entire claim of S$1.5 million.

* Fraud. Acted for a real estate agency against an S$830,000 claim brought by the plaintiff, who

argued that the agency should be held vicariously liable for the fraudulent acts for a rogue
agent, with substantial success.
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Criminal Litigation & Appeals

* White-Collar Crime. Acted as lead counsel for a Thai national in Singapore criminal
proceedings involving allegations of international trade fraud with sums in dispute exceeding
S$30 million.

* White-Collar Crime. Acted for the former director of Envy Global Trading at the centre of what
has been described as the “largest Ponzi scheme in the history of Singapore” involving
approximately S$1.5 billion.

* Corruption. Acted for a former senior vice-president of Singapore Post accused of corruption
and cheating.

* Corruption. Acted for a former managing director of Sinochem Shipping accused of corruption.
+ Corruption. Acted for a former assistant manager of Singapore Airlines accused of corruption.

* Market Abuse. Acted for an individual charged with insider trading under the Securities and
Futures Act, in a matter related to the prosecution of former executives of the Catalist-listed
Oriental Group Limited for inter alia cheating, false trading and market rigging transactions, and
employing manipulative and deceptive devices in connection with transactions of capital
markets products.

* Market Abuse. Acted for two individuals accused of insider trading arising from DuluxGroup’s
proposed acquisition by Nippon Paint Holdings in 2019.

* Murder. Acted as lead counsel for a PRC national who was charged with attempted murder
after his involvement in the Beach Road chopper attack, and successfully defended against the
Prosecution’s submission for life imprisonment.

* Murder. Acted for the accused in the Woodlands double murder case, both at trial and on
appeal.

* Murder. Acted for the accused in the Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal murder case, and persuaded
the Court of Appeal to impose life imprisonment instead of the death sentence.

* Drug Trafficking. Acted for the accused and successfully persuaded the Court of Appeal, in a
rare 3:2 split decision, to reduce a drug courier’s death sentence to life imprisonment on the
basis of psychiatric evidence of diminished mental responsibility.

* Drug Trafficking. Acted for the accused and successfully persuaded the Court of Appeal to
acquit a man initially convicted of drug trafficking and sentenced to death.

* Drug Trafficking. Acted for a Nigerian national and successfully persuaded the Court of Appeal,
for the first time in Singapore legal history, to re-open a concluded criminal appeal to render an
acquittal on the basis of a miscarriage of justice.

* Drug Trafficking. Acted for the accused in an appeal against his death sentence, resulting in
the Court of Appeal’s landmark judgment on the proper interpretation of the phrase
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“abnormality of mind” under section 33B(3)(b) of the Misuse of Drugs Act. Also acted for the
accused in judicial review proceedings against the decision of the Public Prosecutor not to issue
a certificate of substantive assistance under section 33B(2)(b) of the Misuse of Drugs Act, and
persuaded the Court of Appeal that section 33B(4) of the Act did not have the effect of ousting
the court’s powers of judicial review on grounds other than bad faith, malice, or
unconstitutionality.

+ Sex Crime. Successfully obtained the acquittal of a prominent medical specialist accused of
molest by way of a complete discharge of all charges midway through trial.

+ Sex Crime. Successfully obtained the acquittal by the Court of Appeal of a general medical
practitioner charged with rape and molest.

Contentious Investigations

+ Advised a local director of a company in investigations by the Commercial Affairs Department
into fraud allegations involving up to US$1.55 billion, in what was described as the “highest
profile corporate investigation under way” in Singapore at the time.

+ Advised a global technology and e-commerce company in relation to investigations by the
Singapore Police Force.

Employment

* Duty of Care. Assisted in acting for a senior financial services director in a negligence claim
against his former employer. This was a landmark tort case, in which the Court of Appeal held
for the first time that employers owe employees a duty of care when preparing performance
reviews to ensure that any facts stated were true and any opinions expressed were supported
by true facts. The Court of Appeal awarded damages at S$3.2 million.

* Retrenchment. Advised an international advertising agency in the retrenchment of a senior
executive.

QUALIFICATIONS

 LLB, University College London (UCL)

* MSc, London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)

» Admitted to the Singapore Bar in 2018

* Lead Counsel, Supreme Court Legal Assistance Scheme for Capital Offences
» Advocacy Tutor, National University of Singapore
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